October 26th, 2008
Hi 
Almost nothing to write about this week.
I went to the dermatology clinic on Tuesday. There is a new chap, the previous one having resigned from the government and gone into private practice. It’s always a bit irritating when there is someone new, as they are not familiar with the case. I asked him if he was familiar with it. He said ‘Yes’ but after a few questions and comments it was clear that he wasn’t. So I had to put him in the picture! Anyway, again no action to be taken, just continue to observe. I will go back again in two months. 

Again, not much swimming this past week. Just three swims, at 1.5 km each. I won’t be doing the 20 km week again this season – maybe never! The swim on Friday felt good with a much smoother stroke. I am still looking for the ‘perfect’ stroke style. I also wonder if one’s style has to change depending on the time of the swim, such as at the beginning when one is cold and later if one is tired. In a few weeks it will be the running season again, though maximum temperatures are still above 300C most of the time. 

I should be going to Indonesia on November 11th or 12th. I will be there from 9 to 11 days, depending on what the Singapore publisher organises. Already, the visit to one of the three cities planned has been cancelled. While there I will teach a few classes to demonstrate ways to teach Primary Science using English, give presentations on how to do this, and to promote the new primary science series and the Singapore lower secondary science books the publisher is trying to get schools to adopt who use English as medium of instruction.

I guess that things are hotting up for the US presidential election. I am reading in the latest TIME magazine about problems that are likely to occur with the voting system. Here are some examples:

- Typo mistakes with registration. Take this now famous “Joe the Plumber”. He would not have been allowed to vote because on registration, somebody spelt his (complicated) name incorrectly and this was different from that on his ID which he would need to present on voting! 

- Mistakes with voting systems. For example, Florida installed new electronic voting machines. However, in some recent election, the machines seemed to show that about 18000 had returned blank votes! But there was no way to check. Similar machines in Texas provide a paper printout which would confirm whether or not the vote has been made correctly. 
- People who don’t have any ID may be turned away at polling booths in states that require such ID. Also, it is not always clear to voters what kind of ID, if any, is required. This happened recently to a group of elderly nuns who had no need for driving license ID! The article sys that if there is a problem at the polling booth, refuse to leave but to request an emergency paper ballot or a provisional ballot, though this latter one should be a last resort as such votes are less likely to be counted. So you should check that your vote can be made. 
In HK, we do not seem to have these problems. Every registered voter gets a confirmation sent by post with name and address details, what needs to be taken when voting, the location of the polling place and a map to show to show where this is. Any mistakes can be easily reported and corrected. 

Talking about clerks making spelling mistakes for names, this occurred frequently in Europe in the days when people were illiterate and so clerks had to write their names (for births, etc) based on the sounds of the names. I sometimes wonder if this happened with ‘Heyworth’ as there is another spelling, viz. ‘Hayworth’ and perhaps even ‘Haworth’. Our name could have been derived for the family name ‘Hay’ which seemed to originate in Scotland about 1000 years ago when it was spelt ‘hay(e)’ or ‘hey(e)’. So it is easy to see how such errors can creep in. 
That’s about it. 
Cheers
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